
   3.1.16 

 

BECCA FAQs 
 
WHAT IS TRUANCY? 
 

How is truancy defined? 
 

A student is considered to be truant if he or she has any 

unexcused  absences, or a number of unexcused tardies. 
 

When do we file for unexcused absences? 
 

After 5 unexcused in a month or 10 in a year. 
 

Do all children and youth have to go to school? 
 

Yes, but there are several exceptions to this rule.   

1. All children ages 8 through 17 must attend school in the 

district unless: 

a. they are at least 16,  

b. lawfully employed,  

c. are either emancipated or have parental permission, 

and  

d. have already met graduation requirements or 

received a certificate of educational competence 

(GED).   

2. If a child ages 6 or 7 attends school, the same 

attendance rules apply unless the child is formally 

withdrawn. While enrolled, children ages 6 and 7 are 

expected to attend every day. 

3. We do not file a BECCA petition on a child under the 

age of 6. 
 
 

STAY and FULL PETITIONS  

 

2 unexcused absences – schedule a conference 

5 unexcused absences – file a Stay   

7 unexcused absences in a month – file a petition 

10 unexcused absences in a year -  file a petition 
 

When the petition is sent on to Char, do we send 

copies of notes, etc. or just the petition? 

 
Yes, send copies of everything that is considered 

documentation of the steps the school has taken and how 

the parent/student has responded. Please do not send 

emails. 
 

If a child has unexcused absences, does the school 

have to do anything before filing a petition? 
 

A school is required by law to: 

1.  Tell the custodial parent, parents or guardian in writing or by 
telephone whenever there has been even one unexcused absence. 
Give the parent or guardian written notice of the students absences 

in the primary language of the parent, 
2.  Schedule a meeting with the custodial parent, whenever there 

have been two or more unexcused absences. Use the Conference 

Notes form to document the discussion (which then becomes part 
of a later petition). The purpose of the meeting is to figure out what 

is causing the student’s absences, and to discuss ways to address 

and prevent these absences from occurring.  This can be in person 

or over the phone.  
If the parent is a no-show, call down the student and have the 

conference with the student.   

3.  Take steps to stop the absences, or at least reduce the number 
of absences.  The steps are to include: 

   *  Providing more individualized instruction or other help to 

catch up in school. 
   *  Adjusting or changing the student’s schedule 

   *  Providing vocational courses or work experience 

   *  Sending the student to a community truancy board 
   *  Helping the family obtain services that might address the  

cause of the absence 

4. At no later than the fifth unexcused absence, the district must    
enter into an agreement with the student and parent that 

establishes school attendance requirements. 

 

How long does a truancy order last?  

 
The BECCA law states that a truancy order must be in 

effect until at least the end of the school year when the 

order was entered unless the court dismisses.  The court 

has the ability to keep the case open for as long as the 

court feels it is necessary to help the student attend school. 

Sometimes orders are kept open for the following school 

year. 
 
 

WHEN TO FILE PROGRESS REPORT 

 
The school can send a progress report whenever they feel it 

is necessary.  If we have not seen any paperwork for an 

upcoming hearing for a student that we are concerned 

about, we definitely should send one.   
 
 

ABSENCES/TARDIES 

 

Can we file a BECCA petition on tardies? 
 

Yes, we can file BECCA on tardies.  (the rough equivalent 

is 3 tardies to 1 unx absence) So 36 tardies is similar to 12 

unx absences.  We could now file BECCA based on 

excessive tardies at this time as long as the three steps have 

been taken. 
 

Can we file BECCA on excessive absences? 

 
Yes, we can file BECCA on excessive absences, IF the 

student/parent have been placed on ‘doctor’s note 

required’ condition and it’s not working.  A stronger case 

is built if there are also unexcused. absences and tardies. 

 
We first need to go through a process of remediating, such 

as parent conference, requiring a doctor’s note, having the 

school nurse talk to the parent and /or doctor.  If the 

absences are not verified or warranted, then we start not 

accepting/excusing the parent notes. 

 

When is it “time” to require the doctor’s note for 

each absence? 
Roughly, we speak in terms of 10%--if the student is 

missing more than 10% of total school days, it can be 
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considered excessive.  However, do not require doctor’s 

notes for students with a confirmed chronic illness; the 

school nurse is probably already consulting with the 

doctor.  

 

Also, if the parent is not able to go to doctor each time the 

child is ill, we can offer the school nurse for check-in.  If 

nurse feels the student is too sick to stay at school, then the 

absence is excused; if the nurse says the child is fine, then 

the child stays at school or the absence is unexcused. 

 

What about a student who is absent for 13 days in a 

row, and Mom calls in each day saying he is sick – 

Do we accept these as excused absences from Mom? 

 
First, the counselor or school nurse could call to try to 

understand the situation.  Is the student under a doctor’s 

care?  Does the student need homework?  Is home hospital 

likely? 

1. Set up an appointment with a specific date and time for a 

parent conference regarding absenteeism.   

2. Require a doctor’s note to excuse any further absences – 

if the parent can’t afford to go to the doctor, set an 

appointment with the school nurse.   

If there is no evidence of illness or mental health issues or 

if the parent is not receptive, file the petition. 

 

If a student withdraws from school and we know they 

are not enrolled anywhere else and they say they are 

moving, but will not give any other information – 

what is next step?  

 
We would call and/or send a letter saying we are waiting to 

receive a ‘records request’ from the new school.   We 

would tell the parent we will file a BECCA petition by a 

certain date if we haven’t received the records request. 
 

Does a blanket note from a doctor stating that a 

student will have absences due to a specific medical 

condition meet the definition of an excused absence 

for BECCA compliance? 

 
No, a blanket note is not specific enough.  The note should 

include the reason for the absence and the dates excused. 

For a chronic condition that comes and goes, the doctor 

note should be specific enough so the school nurse can 

understand the condition the child is suffering from.Request 

an exchange of information. 

 
 

SECONDARY STUDENT – UNEXCUSED 

CLASSES 
 

At the secondary level when the student misses 3 or more 

classes that is 50% of the day; so 3 classes equals 1 

unexcused BECCA absence. 
 

Some students don’t show up for 20 consecutive days and 

must be withdrawn after 20 days. Every 20 consecutive day 

withdrawal should have a BECCA petition completed.   

Staying on top of monitoring is a priority:  ensure the 

automated phone call is going home, set the BECCA 

conference, and send a warning letter of impending 

withdrawal—do all three before 20 consecutive days are 

up.   

 
 

SCHOOL SUSPENSION 

 

Can a student be disciplined or suspended for non-

attendance? 
 

While students may be disciplined at school for unexcused 

absences, they cannot be suspended or expelled* for having 

unexcused absences unless the school can show that it took 

several steps** to try to help the student’s absences before 

it imposed the school discipline. 

** gave the parent or guardian written notice of the 

students absences in the primary language of the 

parent, 

** scheduled a conference with the parent at a time and 

place to discuss the student’s absences and determine 

whether the student should be evaluated for special 

education services or another special program or 

services, and 

** took steps to reduce or eliminate absences 

[*The PSD does not expel students for non-attendance.] 
 

If a student is suspended, do you file a petition or 

progress report? 

 
No, suspensions are considered excused absences.  The 

only time we would file a petition or progress report when 

a student is suspended is when the Juvenile Court has 

ordered attendance with no suspensions.   
 

 

PROBATION 
 

Do we file a BECCA petition on a student who is on 

probation? 

 
No, this student already has services.  Call his probation 

officer. You can submit attendance to show there is an 

issue. 
 

 

PARENTS ASKING US TO FILE BECCA 

 
Occasionally a parent will ask us to file BECCA; if we have 

completed the necessary pre-steps, we should file, 

especially if the student has been withdrawn due to non-

attendance.  
 

 

M-V STUDENTS – DO WE BECCA THEM? 
 

If the school believes that the absences are due to laziness, 

lack of parent support, etc. then, YES – send the attendance 

letters, set up the conference, and file the BECCA petition.   
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If the school believes that the M-V hardships that they are 

experiencing are causing the poor attendance, then no – do 

not file.  In fact, it is our responsibility to help the parent 

with getting the student to school on a regular basis. 
 

 

ONLINE STUDENTS  
 

POA will file a BECCA petition if the student is not making 
adequate progress and has to be withdrawn. 

 

Out-of-district online programs usually let us know when a student 
has been withdrawn—no matter the reason.  It then becomes the 

responsibility of the original school to file a BECCA petition. 

 
 

STUDENTS WITH IEP OR 504 

 
The court will ask for the last date of review. If the IEP or 

504 has something about attendance, it would be helpful to 

include that portion of the document.  

 

WHAT IS A COMMUNITY TRUANCY BOARD 

(CTB)? 

 
A board composed of local community members, school 

district employees and the juvenile court. CTBs are 

designed to be solution based and to make a positive 

impact on students’ and families lives. This is an 

intervention to provide knowledge and assistance on the 

BECCA Process and to help eliminate or reduce unexcused 

absences. 


